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Peaks Island School- Book Character Parade
On Thursday, March 5th, the students of Peaks Island School are going to do a "Book
Character Parade:' They will dress up as their favorite book characters and walk from the school to
the Community Center. The parade begins at 9: 15 am. Parents and community members are invited
to watch the parade and cheer the "characters" on! If the weather is not good, the parade will be
in the school gym. The parade is part of the school's National Book Week celebrations.
Big .ff Box tops for Education Update and Thank You
We want to take this opportunity to thank everyone for all their efforts and support for
Big .ff Box Tops for Education.
To date we have raised $34.90 for our school. But the program is not over. We have
umi1 March 31, 1998 to send in all of our remaining box tops. Please help us make this
one last push for box tops.
Remember, we receive 15 cents for each participating cereal box top and 10 cents for each
participating snacks and Yoplait Yogurt multipack products box top bearing the official
199711998 Big ..9Box Tops for Education symbol.
Help us with this one big final send-off, and thank you for doing your part in support of
our school.

766-5606/766-5742
The next meeting of the Friends of Peaks Island Animals will be
Tuesday, March 17, 1998, at 7 p.m., in the Community Center. All
are welcome .
If you need financial assistance to spay/neuter your dog or cat,
please give us a call--we can help .

* Library News *
129 Island Ave.
"In the Community Building"
OPEN: Tues. 2-8 Wed. 10-4
Fri. 10-2
Sat. 9-1

766-5540

Adult Bo?k Discussion: meets the first Tuesday of the month at 7 PM in the
Commuruty R_oom:. !"'larch 3, _This H_ouse of Sky, an autobiography by Ivan Doig.
Carla -~ults will facilitate; April 7, Ship Fever by Andrea Barrett, with Bunny Clark
as facilitator. Please join us.
Children's Programs: Wednesdays:
10:15: Pre-school Story Time;
Saturdays:
10:00:Lap-sit & Toddler Time
New Books:
Fiction:
Ben Bova
r...1oonwar
Bebe Campbell
Singing in the Comeback Choir
Catherine Cookson Upstart
Annabel Davis-Goff The Dower House
John Grisham
Street Lawyer
Anne Perry
Silent Cry
Anna Quindlen
Black and Blue

Nonfiction Christopher Anderson Jackie After Jack
Charles Garfield
Joseph Heller
Dean Ornish
A complete list

\Visdom Circles
Now and Then
Love and Survival
of New Books is posted in the library.
*********

CATHOLIC
CHARITIES
MAINE

PEAKS ISLAND CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENfER
P.O. Box 7 • 71 Herman Avenue • Peaks Island, Maine 04108-0C07
Phone: 207-766-2854 • Fax: 207-766-2739

Our Community Playgroup for lnfantsffoddlers continues each Wednesday morning from 10:15llAM. Come on over! This is offered on a drop in basis with no fee or registration involved. We are
planning an OPEN HOUSE on Sunday afternoon, May 3, 1998. Our new lofts will be complete by then
and we'd love to have you come and try them out. Please be sure to call us before then if you have a child
care need or would like to know more about our programs.
There has been recent information in the newspaper about child care licensing regulations and some folks
have wondered how that impacts our center. Any licensing changes being discussed are about Family Day
Care Homes (homes or facilities serving twelve or less children). We hold a license for a Child Care Center
(any facility serving more than twelve children) and there are no changes being proposed in that category.
This center does meet all licensing standards and as part of Catholic Charities Maine is accredited by the
Council on Accreditation of Services for Families & Children, Inc.
Thanks to all who put your Bottle Return slips in the jar at Hannigan's Market. This continues to help
with the costs of breakfast and afternoon snacks that are served to children .. Another thanks for your
donations to our onsite Food Pantry which is available to any island resident.please give a call or come
over.
We continue to have openings in our Preschool and School Age Programs and hope to hear from anyone
.,,. with child care needs. We are also beginning plans for our summer school age program - the ISLAND
ROVERS- if you have summer child care needs for children 6-10 this may be an answer. Give a call for
·more information. These programs are alt offered on a sliding fee scale, based on family size and income.

-Good News From Peaks Island's Health Center
The good news is that Maritime Family Practice and the Casco
Bay Health Center Board have entered into a fonnal relationship with
Mercy Hospital for the practice here on Peaks Island, which now will
_ _
be called
Mercy Maritime Family Practice.
• ·
. _Chris Mahoney, CNP, will continue as the primary care provider
?' ~ ·= _ __ 1t,$~
on P~a~, and Dr. Joseph T. DeGrinney will continue as her collaborating ..;·~ '
phys1c1an.
·,·i.t~----'
~~
It is the Board's hope that this arrangement will provide some
Sterling Street
technical assistance for managing the business side of the practice so
766-2929
that the nurse practitioner can devote her energy and skills to providing medical care to patients.
In time, this collaboration could offer the possibility for other services for the island. For
now, what this means to those who would like to seek health care at the Center is that Medicare,
Medicaid, and most commercial insurances are accepted. If you are a member of a PPO (Preferred
Provider Organiz.ation) or an HMO and would like to be seen on Peaks, check your provider listing
for Dr. Joseph T. DeGrinney. If he is listed, you may select him as your Primary Care Physician
(PCP) and Chris can see you here. lf you do not have insurance, Chris is willing to work out a bitby-bit payment plan and is in the process of adopting Mercy's sliding fee and charitable care
structure.
The Casco Bay Health Center Board will continue its support of the practice, as before. For
this arrangement to work, continued commnunity support is as necessary as ever. In adopting
Peaks Island as a Mercy Family Practice site, Mercy is agreeing to help us to fulfill our mission of
ensuring the availablility of health care on the island.

i~

*******

Thanks to the community members who have assisted in the office during Rick's Absence.
Rick Mahoney, Office Manager for the Mercy-Maritime Family Practice, has been out due to
injury. We look forward to his return.

Mercy-Maritime Family Practice: Christina Mahoney, Certified Nurse Practitioner
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Saturday

8:30 - 4:30
8:30- 12
1 - 8 pm
8:30 - 4:30

Call 766-2929 for an appointment.

Center for Community Dental Health: hygienist, Wednesday, March 25, 8:30 to 3:30;
dentist, Friday, March 27. Call 874-1025 and ask to speak to Robin for inforrnation or to make an
appointment.
p·o diatrist: Dr. Dorsey will be here again on Tuesday, March 10. Call 761-3889.

S~'AR 0P TEE SEA
STUDIO'S

o:J SU?:::>AY !-!.:"\~CS 15th ~rn ~ULL B:::::: !W~-JORIN(; ST. Pli,.~RIC, :E':'H AN
IRISH CELEBRATIO:'l IN SONG AND DANCE, IN THE C0111·1UNITY CENTER ON
ISL.~m AVE.
!•7E !'lILL HAVE A GIFT TABLE, DOOR PRIZES AND REFRESHMENTS. TICKETS
AT TctE DOOR. (SAVE YOUR TICKET STUB FOR THE DOOR PRIZE)
WE HAVE S0M:S VERY SPECIAL GUESTS ON OUR PROGRAM: THE C-2\SCO BAY CHORUS
OF SWEET ADELINES.
Dm1ATIO;JS: ADULTS
$2. CHILDREU $1.
u0O]. C·1:'.':::ms 2 .1 3:")D. SH0:-1 T:!:~!E IS 2. 45p:'.!l. co:-r: A:m CELED~7= : ~I TH us
FOR A Fm~ FILLED JI.FTER!WO:J OF IP..IS!i :'1:USIC.
t-'l E APPRECIATE YOUR SUPPORT OF' OUR Nmm-:OROFIT co. TO" PERFORM .AT
THE LOCAL NURSI!~G HOMES.
"CEAD MILE FAITE"
( A HUNDRED THOUS AUD ';-:ELCOMES )
GOD BLESS.
DOREE N AND CO.

PINA News

.,. ,

During January, PINA, in cooperation with the City of Portland, gave Peaks Island residents
two opportunities to attend meetings devoted exclusively to the transfer station issue. Non-resident
property owners received a mailing with infonnation and a ballot for voting on site selection.
Results of the Island-wide election were as follows:
Site A (gravel pit)
Site B (Florida Ave.)
81
200
:Mail-ins:
158
264
Voters on 2/10:
239
464
It is important to remember that our City Councilor (Mayor) George Campbell and City
Manager Bob Ganley have agreed to recommend the Island's choice of site B, but that the final
decision rests with City Council. Funding is in place for the project which should be under
construction this year.
At the 2.'17 general meeting, those present elected Suellen Roberts to PIKA Steering
Committee to fill the last six months of the position vacated by Lloyd Hamilton.
The membership also unanimously passed a resolution honoring Fay Garman's many years of
service to PIN A and to the Peaks community in general.
?\.fost of the 2/17 meeting was dedicated to gathering more information on the Island's deer
situation. Two wildlife biologists, Phil Bozenhard and Jeny LaVigne, from the Maine Department
of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife, were on hand to answer questions from the audienc.e. Several
questions probed :i\fonhegan Island's experience with a sharpshooter last spring. Because of an
ever-increasing deer herd and numerous cases of Lyme disease, the Monhegan community voted
to hire a sharpshooter to cull their herd. Working in cooperation with the State and using a
silencer, the sharpshooter humanely, quickly and efficiently removed 54 deer in three days.
Safety was a prime consideration. 1850 pounds of venison were distributed to shelters.
Among Mr. Bozenhard's and Mr. LaVigne's comments regarding Peaks: (1) The ideal ratio of
deer to land is 20 deer per square mile. Peaks Island encompasses just over one square mile.
(2) An accurate deer count on the Island is impossible due to the forest cover. After a fly-over and
walk around the Island, seeing many deer) droppings, deer trails and lack of hardwood
regeneration, the biologists' best estimate i-; well over a hundred deer. (3) \\'hen asked if, in their
opinion, Peaks had a problem, they answered in the affirmative and said that the herd should be
culled. But they were quick to say clearly that until the majority of Peaks Islanders think there is a
problem and are willing to take action, the State will do nothing. There was no clear consensus
among the approximately 50 Islanders attending the meeting. Informational meetings and
discussion will continue.
Nert Steering Committee Meeting: Tuesday, l\farch 10, 7:30PM, Senior Center
!\'e\1 PT~A Planning/Land lise Comm. Mtg.: \\'ed., March 25, 1:00P\1, Sr. Ctr.

Th e Senior Citizens Me e ting for February was cancelled. Our next
meeting and luncheon will be at noon on March 20th at the Brackett
Memorial Fri e ndship Hall. Hope to see you then!

DEA~LINE FOR NEXT MONTH'S STAR: Wednesday, March 25. Bring articles to
the Librarx, copy_ ready, single-spaced, please. You may put them in the bookdrop
whe~ the library 1s not open. Please limit articles to no more than half a page if at all
possible.

THE CITY PAGE
Larry Mead, City Island Administrator, 756-8288

NEW WATER MAIN PLANNED BETWEEN PEAKS AND LITTLE DIAMOND
The Portland Water District is planning to replace this spring a water main which runs
between Peaks Island and Little Diamond Island. Water service to Peaks Island must first pass
through both Great Diamond and Little Diamond Islands before reaching Peaks Island. The
island is currently serviced by two eight inch pipes. The Water District will replace one of these
8" pipes with a sixteen inch pipe. There should be no interruption of service. The goal is to
complete the work before Memorial Day. If the contractor is not able to meet this schedule, the
Water District will delay the start of work until after Labor Day.
This work is part of the District's long term goal of improving the volume and pressure of
water service to Peaks Island. Water District customers will probably not notice any change in
the quality of water service at this time. This will require replacing pipe on the island with larger
diameter product, work that is planned but not yet scheduled.
The pipe will touch down on the island on City Point Road near the Centennial Street
landing. There will also be pipe replacement from this spot to the connection at the intersection
of Centennial and City View. The Public Works Department plans on coordinating with the
Water District to improve the condition of City Point Road at the same time. In addition, Bell
Atlantic will lay fiber optic cable in the same area, upgrading telephone service to Peaks Island.
PLANNING UNDER WAY FORBROWNTAILMOTH SPRAYING
The City is working with the Maine Forest Service to develop a program to continue
control efforts against the browntail moth. The browntail is the species which has infested Casco
Bay islands and coastal areas for the past several years, causing severe adverse health problems
for many people, including respiratory ailments and skin rashes. Last year the City conducted an
aerial spray program for a large portion of the island. Field surveys conducted this winter show
that the population ofbrowntails was significantly reduced in the spray areas. There are far fewer
webs present in trees. Additionally, many of the webs that are present are not viable habitats.
Despite this encouraging evidence, browntails remain viable in some sections of Peaks,
panicularly in those areas along the shore line where the aerial spray was not applied.
State entomologist Richard Bradbury will recommend to the City in early March what
level of pesticide application should be undertaken later this spring. Based on his preliminary
study it is likely that there would be a smaller portion of the island sprayed than occurred last
year. The City may seek approval to use a different pesticide agent this year, BT. One advantage
of the BT product is that it can be used along the shoreline, unlike the Dimilin product used in
1997. Last year the State conducted a controlled testing on Peaks Island of the BT product.
This testing was done in the center of the island on City property. (People may have noticed clear
plastic bags tied around branches and browntail webs) Test results were positive. Because web
activity on the island this winter is most prevalent along shorelines, BT may be the most
appropriate product to use.
As was the case last year, all property owners in areas targeted for spraying will be
notified b:, mail and will need to give permission for the City to spray. If a spray is implemented it
would take place in late May or early June, depending on the activity of caterpillars emerging
from webs.

M.ARCH .A CTIVITIFS on PE.A.KS ISLANJ
So or.sored b v Po rt I a n d Pa r ks 2 n d Rec r =at ion

J

To reserve the Comm:.mity Roor.i. you must con:act Denise (75c-297Q) c: least two days in
advance. If Denise is not available, ple2se leave a message cit 67 4-57~ 3 during regular
business hours. PIE2se note: If you would like to put a dis;:i:ay u;:i in :h:: :ommunity 3uii::i:1;i.
ple2se leave a mess22e for Denise ;;t 756-2970.

,..,. ISLAND ACTIVITIES

...-r

MOVIES ON A MONDAY AFTcRNOON
Ooen to all aoes. School children should
register with Mrs. Charron (2528).
Adults may register with Denise (2970).
Please call De:-:ise for film ti:ies.
Mondavs: Marc:i 9. 16 and 2 3
2:45 - 4:00 pm at the Peaks Island School

CARO/GAME AFTERNOONS
Fridavs: March 5. i 3. 20 and 2 7
1 :00 pm at the Community Center
Adults: If you're in:eres:ed in learning
how to play brid9e, join us on Friday
ahernoons for free i:1s:ruction. Other
card and board games are available.

SHARE CRAFT DAY
Wednesdav. March 1 1
1:00 pm at the Community Center
Adults: Share your hand-made creations.
Perhaps we can s:.art some craft
classes in the Spring. To reserve space,
please call Denise at 766-2970.

ETHNIC CELE3RA TION:
"GREEK INDEPENDENCE DAY"
Wednesdav. March 2 S
1 :00 pm at the Community Center
See slides of the Greek islands and the
historic sites. Learn a dance step or
two and enjoy some Greek sweets.

'*'* SPECIAL OFF-ISLAND ACTIYITY:

EARLY REL=AS= DAY

**

IC~ SKATING. PARTY at the PORTLAND ICE ARENA
(children must be accompanied by an adu;t)
Wednesdav. March 18
12:45 prn boat/3:15 pm return (Skate from 1:30 - 2:45 pm)
$ 1 .00 per person

Preregistration required. Please leave message for Den:se (2970)
...... SPECIAL OFF-ISLAND TRIPS for ADULTS ......
'MYSTERY SPRINGTIME BUS TRIP"
PORTLAND FLOWER SHOW
rridav. Aoril 3

(at Narrow Gauge Railroad Museum)
Fridav. March 1 3
8:15 am boat/no !Qter than 12:15 pm return
Approximate Cos;:: S5.00 per person

8:1 S am b~;;:Jno la:er than 5:30 pm ret'.Jm

Cos;:: S 16
Deadline to register (and pay) is 3/25.
No refunds unless a replacement is found.

Adults: If you are interested in having a CPR course on Peaks Island,
leave a message for Denise at 766-2970 by March 20.

please

Peaks Island Yoga
Classes continue on Wednesdays at the Community Center: Gentle
Pace. 4:15-5:45: Meditation. 5:50-6:30; Moderate Pace, 6:45-8:15. for more
information, see the bulletin boards or call Rebecca Stephans, 77 5-0031.

